**Abstract**

**Objectives:** The Center for Epidemiologic Studies Depression scale-Revised (CESD-R) is a recently revised valid scale for the assessment of depressive symptoms. It encompasses cardinal symptoms of depression described in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental disorders, fourth edition (DSM-IV). In this study, we assessed the reliability, validity and psychometric properties of the Korean version of the CESD-R (K-CESD-R).

**Methods:** Forty-eight patients diagnosed as major depressive disorder, dysthymia, or depressive disorder NOS according to the DSM-IV criteria by using Mini International Neuropsychiatric Interview (MINI) and 48 healthy controls were enrolled in this study. They were assessed with K-CESD-R, Montgomery-Asberg depression Rating Scale (MADRS), Patient Health Questionnaire-9 (PHQ-9), Korean Quick Inventory of Depressive Symptomatology-Self Report (KQIDS-SR), and State Trait Anxiety Inventory (STAI) for cross-validation. Cronbach\'s alpha, Pearson correlation coefficient, Principal Component Analysis, Receiver Operating Characteristic curve (ROC curve) and optimal cut-off value were calculated for validation.

**Results:** The Cronbach\'s alpha of K-CESD-R was 0.977. Total score of K-CESD-R significantly correlated with those of MADRS, PHQ-9, and KQIDS-SR (r=0.910, 0.966 and 0.920, respectively; all p\<0.001). Factor analysis showed two factors account for 76.290% of total variance. We calculated the optimal cut-off value of K-CESD-R as 13 at which sensitivity and specificity were both adequate according to the analysis of the ROC curve.

**Conclusions:** This study showed that the K-CESD-R is a reliable and valid scale to assess depressive symptoms. The K-CESD-R is also a useful and effective tool for screening and measuring depressive symptoms not only in outpatient clinic but also in epidemiologic studies for community sample or general population.
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